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impairing the stability of the whole regime. Nicholas had thus the
opportunity to insist on mediating. On 24 May 1278 in a personal inter-
view he ordered Charles to quit the Roman senatorship on 16 September
when his term of office expired, and also to resign the vicariate of Tuscany
eight days later. His commands were obeyed, and, in reward, the Pope
took up the question of Charles' alliance with Rudolf with such zeal that
in the summer of 1280 the treaty was all but ready.

Meanwhile Nicholas was eagerly contriving peace, papal suzerainty,
and Orsini domination in Central Italy, At Rome his action was imme-
diate and characteristic. He issued a new constitution forbidding a non-
Roman Senator; he obtained from his countrymen the direct rule of the
Eternal City for life, becoming in this way both suzerain and grantee;
and then he promoted his brother to the senatorial office. This had been
an easy task, but that of reconciling the Tuscan factions and of annexing
Romagna was hard. Formally, indeed, Bologna and the Romagnol towns
made no great objection to the oath of allegiance to the Pope, but they
were not anxious for his effective government and were torn by faction.
The days had gone by when Bologna had dominated Romagna and
compelled the factions to endure one another. Her trade was rapidly
declining and she had lost in a three years'1 war with Venice. Then her
nobles got out of hand, and in 1274 the Guelfs or Gereinei had driven
out the Ghibellines or Lambertazzi, War broke out over all Romagna,
in which the Ghibellines led by Count Guido of Montefeltro had a
decided advantage over the Guelfs in spite of the aid given to the latter
by Guelfic Florence. Matters were in this stage when on 25 September
1278 Nicholas appointed one nephew, the worthy Cardinal Latino Mala-
branca, legate for Tuscany and Romagna, and another nephew, Bertold
Orsini, Rector or "Count11 of Romagna under him. The two patched up
a general peace with infinite trouble, and on 8 October 1279 Cardinal
Latino was able to arrive at Florence for his mission there. But in
December the Ghibellines were again driven from Bologna, and neither
Bertold nor Latino had been able to quench the resulting war or to restore
the short-lived papal rule, when Nicholas III died on 22 August 1280.

In Florence, however, Cardinal Latino ameliorated the state of the
city permanently, although, curiously enough, his actual scheme proved
a fleeting mirage. Nicholas was made Signore on 19 November 1279, and
a general reconciliation and a new constitution were promulgated on
18 January 1280. Almost all the Ghibellines returned and re-obtained
a portion of their lost property. The popofo again received an organisa-
tion and a Captain. The Parte Guelfa and its Captain remained as a
partisan body, while the Ghibellines were given a similar status. If the
Ghibellines were soon edged out of political power, they had been repa-
triated for good. Further, a Council of Fourteen was set up for general
supervision and finance. In 1282 they were replaced by the Priors of
the Arts, who, being based on the gilds, were far more successful and